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Vision & Baseball Part Il

Hitting, Pitching Command, Fielding Can All Be Trained To Excel

] Guru of vision has spent a lifetime
trying to help baseball players on pro,
amateur levels clearly see how to
refine their eyesight to new levels.

By LOU PAVLOVICH, JR.

Editor/Collegiate Baseball
(Final Of A 2-Part Series)

innovators in the last 50 years have had a direct impact
on the game advancing to new levels.

Dr. Bill Harrison, the most renowned visual performance
specialist the game of baseball has ever witnessed, has helped
thousands of professional hitters, fielders and pitchers improve
their outward vision and internal vision skills to levels which
have helped them excel.

He has worked with a who’s who list of current and future
Hall of Famers in Major League baseball led by Barry Bonds,
George Brett, and Greg Maddux, just to name a few. He’s also
worked with more than half of the major league clubs, several
colleges, universities and academies including the original
Kansas City Royals Baseball Academy.

He has been instrumental in educating numerous coaches in
the pro level about vision as well as on the college level and

I AGUNA BEACH, Calif. — Baseball’s greatest

See SEEING PITCHES DEEP VITAL, Page 19

Remarkable Innovations

Will Be Staples In Game

] World’s top trade
show for baseball
features remarkable
products for game.

By JOHN PINKMAN
Special To Collegiate Baseball

AN DIEGO, Calif. — For

the 10" consecutive year,

Collegiate Baseball is rolling
out its Best of Show story which
showcases the most innovative
new baseball products that were
displayed at the recent American
Baseball Coaches Association
Convention in San Diego.

The 64" annual convention
featured 264 exhibitors, an all-time
high for a west coast convention but
well under the record set last year as
334 exhibitors demonstrated their
products in Philadelphia.

The trade show, coordinated by
Betty Rulong of the ABCA, was

10th Annual
BEST.

OF
SHOW

2009 ABCA CONVENTION

services that are considered unique
and useful for coaches.

These awards have become quite
popular with both the vendors and
our readers. Perhaps this year is a
good time to review why we do
this.

First of all, we appreciate
innovation and quality. We
understand how hard it is to
bring new products to the market.
Many years ago, the sight of any
technology was rare. Now you can
hardly move three booths without
viewing a wondrous new concept.

There is no single #1 product.

BEST OF THE BEST — Hundreds of quality baseball products were on display at the 2009 ABCA larger than a football field. They are all #1 in our eyes. As it
Convention in San Diego. One of the top new products, as determined by Collegiate Baseball, Each year, Lou Pavlovich of turns out, the products selected this
was The Bench Coach (above) which is a dugout organizer. Dave Carney (left) and Larry Blum Collegiate Baseball and | search the
show all the items that can be stored in this ingeniously designed portable product. trade show floor for products and See INNOVATIVE, Page 12

——INSIDE COLLEGIATE BASEBALL

ABCA Convention Highlights Louisville Slugger All-Americans Top H.S. Players State-By-State
News, photos, products of 64th Top high school players heading Outstanding prep players in every
annual event in San Diego featured into 2009 season are featured in baseball playing state of the union
in special rundown/Pages 7-16 our annual special list/Page 22 featured in exclusive list/Page 25

Web Site: www.hasebalinews.com
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Top Baseball Inventions

Innovative Products Should Be Closely Looked At By Coaches

Continued From Page 1

year just happen to represent many
diverse baseball interests.

Without further adieu, here are
the 2009 winners.

The Bench Coach

Many high school coaches across
the nation have a big problem when
it comes to playing away games
against rival schools or at city
parks.

Often, you have the bare bones
dugout with no place to put your
bats, helmets, gloves and assorted
other items.

Instead, bats are normally
put near the door opening to the
field while gloves, helmets and
everything else is scattered on
the ground. In essence, walking
through a dugout can be filled with
equipment landmines which can
be dangerous when players are
walking through it in steel cleats.

The good people at Woodhaven
Sports in McKinney, Tex. have
taken care of this problem with
an ingenious organizer that can be
attached to a chain link fence in
back of the dugout.

There are individual vinyl
compartments for up to 18
players. Each compartment has
interchangeable name holders for
each player on the team which
can include the name and number
of each athlete. An individual
compartment can include the
player’s helmet, glove, batting
gloves and water bottle.

If that wasn’t enough, the bottom
of this dugout organizer features
holders for up to 18 bats.

In addition, there are two shelves
for catcher’s equipment.

A mesh back panel allows for
ventilation and light.

A convenient and visible lineup
card holder is on each side of the
organizer.

Two accessory pockets are
on each side for coach’s items,
including game balls, etc.

The price for The Bench Coach
is $179. If you order online up to
Feb. 28, you can receive a $10
discount. Enter code ABCA228
during the checkout process.

For more information, go on the
internet to: jyww. TheBenchCoach|

or call (972) 740-5417. You
can also contact Woodhaven Sports,
5100 Eldorado Parkway, Suite 102
#319, McKinney, TX 75070.

EvoShield

Up until now, baseball players
have had little choice for protection
from high velocity baseballs hitting
the wrist, elbow, ankle, back, chest
and thumb for catchers.

Some have used cumbersome
padding which didn’t allow a full
range of motion in these areas.

When you think of Barry Bonds,
the all-time record holder for home
runs in Major League baseball, he
routinely wore what looked like
massive padding on his front elbow
area up his arm.

This type of protection is a thing
of the past now.

Thanks to several University of
Georgia athletes who performed
two years of extensive research,
design, field and laboratory testing,
a remarkable, impact-dispersing
protection has been designed that
will protect these areas of the
body.

It all begins with Evoshield’s
patented material comprised of
a unique, porous multi-layered
composite resin which is housed in
afoil pack. Once it is breached, the

product is placed over the area of
the body you are trying to protect.

The chemical components inside
the gel-like pads react to moisture
particles in the air and begin to
harden after roughly 10 minutes.
Once the chemicals completely
bond, the pad creates a rigid surface
area that permanently molds to
the exact contours of the athlete’s
body.

Instead of having a bulky
pad, EvoShield provides greater
protection with a slim, aerodynamic
look. This combination of form-
fitting, breathable pads enables
freer athletic movement while
maintaining tremendous protection
against the impact of hard hit or
pitched baseballs.

Different individual products
include the back and chest guard,
rib guard, wrist guard, elbow
protector, lower ankle and leg guard
(for foul balls), and thumb guard for
catchers to prevent dislocating this
area of the hand.

The protection for catchers is
a true breakthrough which was
designed by Boston Red Sox
catcher Jason Varitek, according
to Justin Niefer, director of product
development.

Sixteen Major League teams
currently use Evoshield products
along with 36 college baseball
programs that include such
programs as Miami (Fla.), Florida
St., Georgia, Georgia Tech, LSU,
Stanford and Oregon St., just to
mention a few.

Depending on what model is
ordered and how much of the
product is utilized, it can range
from approximately $20 to $90.

For more information, go to their
web site at: www.evoshield.cor or
call a company representative in
Bogart, GA at (770) 725-2724.

ScoutWatch

Ten years ago, the Scoutwatch
was born through the efforts of
an extraordinary inventor Bob
Richard.

It was a nifty tool in the shape
of a stop watch which allowed
coaches and scouts to track the
speed of baseball players and
featured a few other tools.

After a number of refinements
in the product, the 2009 version is
one to behold.

The ScoutWatch is the only
device on the market that is pre-
programmed for every size field,

ON/MODE

SCOUTWATCH — This
ingenious device developed
by Bob Richard is a multiple
function tool. It can measure
pitch speeds in mph plus
a hitter’s time down the
line, is a ball/strike counter,
and keeps pitch totals and
percent of strikes. In umpire
mode, it is just like a clicker
umps use, but it has auto-
resets after outs and walks.
If that wasn’t enough, it also
functions as a stop watch.

L%
FUTURE OF PROTECTION — A new product was introduced at the ABCA Convention called

Evoshield, which allows athletes to mold a composite resin to the part of the body that needs
protection from thrown or hit baseballs. Once the sealed foil pack is breached (above left) and then
molded to the particular body part, it begins to harden in about 10 minutes. Once the chemicals
completely bond, a rigid surface forms. Evoshield products protect the wrist for fielders and
hitters, front shin area for foul balls, front elbow of hitters and glove thumb for catchers to prevent
dislocated thumbs. Instead of bulky padding, Evoshield protection molds to the precise contours

of the athlete’s body.

including all softball and baseball
fields with different pitching
distances.

The ScoutWatch is designed
specifically for baseball operations,
including one-touch pitch speed
measurement in MPH (also KPH),
and a ball-strike counter for both
home and away, including pitch
total and percent of strikes.

In the Ump mode, the ball-strike
indicator automatically resets to 0:0
after walks and strikeouts and resets
as well after 3 outs.

When turned off and back on,
it remembers all previous data,
including which mode you were in.
Switching modes does not delete
data from the other modes that may
have been used.

Also, the ScoutWatch can be
programmed for any distance up
to 100,000 feet, so that if you want
to see how fast a runner runs in
MPH, or how fast a car speeds
around a racetrack, you can get the
Lap-Time.

The Scoutwatch has a big screen
area with big numbers which are
easy to see.

This is one tool that every coach,
scout and umpire should have.

And at the price of $44.10, you
can’t afford not to have one.

For more information, go to their
web site at: or you
can call (858) 693-8611.

All-Pro Gripp

Finger strength for all baseball
players is important.

Several firms over the years have
sold hand grips as you squeeze
the two ends together. Other
conditioning experts ask you to
simply pick up free weights with
one hand and hold them as long as
you can.

The Iron Gloves company has
designed a superb product called
the All-Pro Gripp for only $14.99.
It will allow baseball players to gain
finger and hand strength through
the use of a two pound ball which
you can easily squeeze because
of a proprietary set of ingredients
inside.

When used regularly, the two
pound ball will help maximize

strength in fingers, hands, wrists
and forearms.

Its patented “50 percent
resilience” guarantees a fresh
squeeze every time.

For more information, go to
their web site at:

and click on the Gripp Balls
photo. You can also call Iron Gloves

at (480) 905-1109 in Scottsdale,
Ariz.

Pitchers Power Drive

A unique, new tool for pitchers
was a huge hit at the ABCA
Convention.

It is a pivoting piece of strong
steel that is put in front of the
pitching rubber and teaches pitchers
to start their delivery from knee lift
towards home plate by initiating
the starting force with their back
standing leg knee, which loads their
weight back.

This initiates the kinetic power
chain of throwing a baseball and
creates more power into landing.

The back side power initiation
with weight back creates more
force at pitch landing by speeding
the hips, torso and arm speed
creating a more explosive pitch
delivery.

John Miller, a former college
pitcher and owner of Winning
Pitchers Baseball Academy,
designed the Pitchers Power Drive
to increase his velocity and use
in training others at his academy.
Pitchers have increased speed from
4-10 mph.

The Pitchers Power Drive, which
is built like a tank and weighs 18
pounds, costs $215.95.

For more information,
go to their web site at: @WW'

bitchersgowerdrive.cog or cal

(252) 469-5813,

Pro Il from Stalker Radar

Stalker again brings to
baseball advanced technology
with waterproof quality, durability
and the Stalker reputation for
outstanding reliability, accuracy
and technology.

If you have been using a Stalker
in the past, you will want to upgrade
to the Pro Il.

It maintains all the features of

previous Pro Models while giving
you much more.

The Pro 1l benefits begin with
the ability to capture the out of
hand and at plate ball speeds from
the pitcher and off the bat or both
at the same time.

It has a rugged cast metal
exterior while maintain overall
light weight with miniaturized
electronics. Stalker offers models
that allow you to choose between
removable rechargeable handle
grips or rechargeable/replaceable
AA batteries.

Accurate, consistent pitch speeds
has been the reputation that coaches
and scouts find most beneficial
while players seem to admire guns
that add 1-5 more MPH’s.

Over the years, Stalker has been
able to reduce the price of their guns
while increasing the technology. A
great new feature is the ability to
recall the previous 10 pitches.

Get one in your hands soon. It

sells itself. vvww.stalkerradar.cog

and then click on sports radar.

Engraved Bricks

Since 2002, Diamond Yards
Engraved Bricks have helped
numerous civic organizations,
schools, churches and professional
sports venues beautify their
properties with their engraved
bricks.

Whether you are raising funds for
capital improvements or dedicating
new facilities, these beautiful
bricks will make an impressive
presentation.

The price at the ABCA
Convention was $15 per 4 x 8 inch
brick which includes 3 lines or logo
and 2 lines. The cost per 8 x 8 brick
is $28 each which includes a logo
and up to 3 lines.

Pricing on all 16 x 16 black
granite stones is $250 each with the
design custom made.

Depending on the amount
ordered, different pricing plans are
available.

For more information,
go to their web site at: @ww,

Qiamondxardsbricks.cog or cal

See INTRIGUING, Page 13
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